The Platform Accountability 
Resolution

WHEREAS the Progressive Democrats of Somerville, who authored this resolution, are a group of elected delegates, add-on delegates and alternates to the 2003 State Democratic Convention and,

WHEREAS we, and those undersigned, are committed to bringing greater strength to the Democratic Party and supporting the rejuvenation of the state party by emphasizing our core values and issues and,

WHEREAS we are committed to economic and social justice as called for in the Democratic Party Platform and,

WHEREAS many elected Democrats in the State Legislature fail to adhere to several areas of the party platform and,

WHEREAS one example is Tax Policy, in which the party platform states that “provisions of tax relief [should be] targeted to working families” BUT Democratic state representatives alone voted against tax relief targeted to working families (the Earned Income Tax Credit) by a vote of 73-24, on July 13, 1999, and

WHEREAS the party platform’s Tax Policy also states that “we emphatically reject state or federal tax policies that redirect…public resources into the hands of the few, or create windfalls for the wealthy” BUT when called upon to close loopholes in the capital gains tax Democratic state representatives alone voted 80 to 36 favoring loopholes, on April 30,2001, and

WHEREAS the party platform’s Education Policy states that “we believe education must be a top priority at all levels of government, and we reject policies that direct funds away from children and the programs in our public schools to finance political promises of tax reductions to unrelated purposes” BUT, instead of fully funding education, Democratic state representatives alone defeated a move to freeze the regressive Cellucci/Swift tax rollback by a vote of 72 to 44, on November 21, 2001, and

WHEREAS Article Six, Section five of the Charter of the Democratic Party says “… every Democratic committee member, every Democratic nominee, and every official elected as the Democratic nominee shall adhere to the national, state…platform…in all official statements and actions” BUT many Democrats are failing to do so, and 

WHEREAS such demonstrated and prolonged disregard for the Party Platform continues to hinder our ability to elect a strong Democrat into the Governor’s Office and has contributed to four successive terms of Republican leadership. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the State Democratic Party will produce a yearly progress report on “How Democratic are the Democrats” by March 1st on all Democratic members of the House and Senate relative to consistency with the State Party Platform. This shall be done by calculating ten key votes each year and publicizing how each State Senator and Representative voted. This information will allow us to hold our Democratic leaders accountable to the values of the Party.  We believe emphasizing the issues that distinguish the Democratic Party from the Republican Party will reverse the trend among core Democratic voters – women, working people, African Americans, immigrants, the young – to remain unenrolled and will help us to better attract new voters and activists to the Party.  Our credibility as a Party of the People depends on our consistent practice of our core principles and values.   
