Questions to be answered:
 

1. How do you plan to provide affordable housing to enable middle and lower income people to live in Cambridge?

Cambridge provides ongoing opportunities for continuous addition of affordable housing through zoning, Community Investment Act allocations and through the Affordable Housing Trust.
 

2. Voter turnout in municipal-only elections has been embarrassingly and dismally low in Cambridge.  Turnout at the 2005 municipal election was an all time low of 16,000; turnout at several recent special elections has been proportionately even lower, in (in percentage terms) single digits, even low single-digits.  What do you think the Election Department and other city agencies should be doing to boost voter turnout?

To boost voter turnout the City of Cambridge and particularly the Cambridge Election Commission should mount a stronger voter registration effort.  Young people should be encouraged in their civic participation while in schools that they know the importance of thoughtfully and actively choosing those who represent them at the municipal, state and national levels.  The Cambridge Election Commission should guide the broader public discussion and adoption of motor voter and same day voter registration.  The City Council could also be more aggressive on this voter turnout issue.
 

3. How would you define being a "progressive leader"? Do you believe that you're a progressive leader, and if so, why? 

I define being a “progressive leader” as a leader whose representative work on behalf of citizens results in actual progress.  I do believe that my efforts on behalf of citizens have brought some progress to programs and services in Cambridge.  My progress list includes:

· Creation of the Affordable Housing Trust

· Cambridge participation in the Community Preservation Act
· Cambridge Senior Center

· Cambridge Community Chorus

· New main library

· Area IV Youth Center/Moore Center renovation

· Gately Youth Center renovation

· New West Cambridge Community and Youth Center

· Requiring all 8th grade students at CRLS to take algebra in grades 7 & 8.

· On time Black boy graduation rate at CRLS is 98%.  One of three highest nationally according to the Schott Foundation

· Founding member of the GBLO – the Gay and Lesbian interest section of the National League of Cities
· First (and sadly only) African American Mayor in Massachusetts

· First openly gay African American Mayor in United States

· Cambridge Caribbean Festival

· World’s Fair in Central Square

· Central Square renovations; sparking Inman and Porter Square renovations

· There is much more
 

4. If elected to the council for the 2008-2009 term, Will you have any other employment or professional activity at any time during that term?  If so, please describe the particulars and the approximate amount of your professional time that will be devoted to activities other than your service as a councillor.

I do not intend to have an additional job at this time; however, I do some consulting and speaking periodically when requested.
 

5. Will you be seeking any other elective office during the 2008-2009 council term?

I do not currently intend to.  Also depends on the overall political landscape.
