PEACE RESOLUTION

WHEREAS the Massachusetts Democratic Platform states that “We champion American leadership for peace and the non-violent resolution of conflict;” and

WHEREAS 164 cities and two states have passed resolutions opposing the Bush Administration’s military invasion of Iraq; and

WHEREAS in Massachusetts, anti-war resolutions have been passed by the Town Councils and City Councils of Amherst, Brookline, Cambridge, Greenfield, Lincoln, Leverett, Newton, Northampton, Pittsfield, Provincetown, Somerville, Wendell, and Williamstown; and

WHEREAS the Department of Defense budget in excess of $300 billion next year will exceed the aggregate military expenditures of the rest of the world’s nations and will unwisely enable continual expansion of America’s global military presence; and

WHEREAS the growth in the military budget since the Bush Administration came to power dwarfs the federal tax cut and all other social spending cuts; and

WHEREAS Massachusetts’ share of the cost of the war in Iraq, at about $2 billion, approximately matches the budget deficit in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS throughout Massachusetts history, many conscientious citizens have viewed the protest of illegal or unjust federal military policies as an essential form of patriotism; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the delegates of the Massachusetts Democratic Convention support our troops by bringing them home from Iraq as soon as possible; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that international law rather than military conquest should govern today’s world, and hence we support the United Nations’ authority in managing humanitarian relief and reconstruction in Iraq; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, consistent with the UN Charter’s prohibition of non-defensive unauthorized military force, we oppose any future US military interventions against sovereign nations without UN authorization, and we repudiate the concept and practice of ‘preemptive war’; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we support alternative energy investment to meet national energy needs and reduce reliance on Mideast resources and their corresponding influence on US foreign and military policy; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that we request that the Democratic legislators in the Massachusetts House and Senate, and Democratic legislators in the US House and Senate, to introduce this resolution for vote and passage in their respective Legislature. 
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Please sign & return to the Peace and Justice booth in the Exhibit Hall or contact Kathy Knight at 617-320-6989

