Draft Call to Action


Progressive Democrats of Massachusetts

We are an assembly of concerned Democrats who have come together to return our party to its roots.   

We are forming the Progressive Democrats of Massachusetts because we are angry about the lack of leadership among our elected officials.  We are dismayed that we have lost the last 4 elections for governor in the state of Massachusetts.  And we are alarmed at the state of affairs in Washington, where intolerance, fear and hatred hold sway.

We want to work with our fellow Massachusetts Democrats to combat the effects of the neoconservatives who have taken control of our government, who use fear to divide us, daily eroding our civil liberties. Why does our party fail to challenge them?

Why do a privileged few control a system where those willing to work hard to get ahead cannot get ahead?  Why do we allow greed and special interests to continue to drive our political system farther and farther out of touch with people’s needs?  It is wrong for a few to grow wealthy, while our schools, neighborhoods, and highways fall into decay.  It is wrong for a few to benefit from tax breaks, while many go without health insurance, our children go to bed hungry, and our teachers, firefighters and police officers lose their jobs.  

We are tired of despair, apathy, and passive acceptance.

Instead, we choose to fight. We are inspired in our fight by traditional Democratic values of inclusion, equality, compassion, and tolerance.  And we are painfully aware that our children’s future is being made today—and we will not agree to it being shaped behind closed doors. 


We are not professional politicians.  We have jobs; we have families; we live in every city, town, and suburb in Massachusetts. But we are reformers who will re-invigorate the Democratic Party in our state and re-commit it to its stated mission of securing personal freedom and social justice for all. 


We want a better future. We want to live in a community in which the opportunity to better ourselves is available to all. We want to restore the civil liberties that have been taken from us.  We want a reasonable program of taxation  that can support our communities across the state, with decent schools, housing people can afford, and health care for all our citizens.  We want to create jobs, increase education opportunities and provide training so that people can get and keep good jobs. And we want to support legislators who support us—showing them that a lot of caring, passionate people stand behind them ready to work.
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We want to give young people a reason to become involved in politics and in governing.  We want to bring people who have never voted to the polls. We know that we are enriched by our diversity and that our own prosperity depends inevitably on the prosperity of others.  So we want a party that reflects the richness of our diverse experience, the wisdom of many traditions, and the legacy of our unique struggles.

We want to take back our Democratic power. We’ve sat on the sidelines too long.
Here is what we can do together.  Join us!  

· We will organize at the grassroots level.  We will organize in every community, ward, town, city, and county in the state. We will reach out to our fellow citizens, civic associations, unions, and communities of faith. We will go where the people are and offer concrete ways to participate in our democracy. 

· We will develop new leaders.  We will host Institutes where people can learn how to organize, run for office, and win.
· We will educate our neighbors through conversation, public meetings, and the written word that progressive ideas can solve community problems.

· We will turn our community problems into public issues, create solutions, and launch effective campaigns to get action.
· We will recruit progressive candidates to run for office in Massachusetts, endorse those who share our values and goals, and mobilize voters to elect them.
· 
· 
· 
· We will fight for what we believe in.  We will stand up for Democratic values.  We will give a voice to the silent Democrats who have not so far found a way to express their outrage or channel it into constructive means to build our common wealth.  We will re-energize the Democratic Party of Massachusetts.

We cannot do this alone.  But we can do this together.  It will not be easy.  But we can succeed. We are going to act now.  
Join us! 
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