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What we believe
We, Progressive Democrats of Massachusetts, are reformers, committed to working within our system of constitutional democracy and reinvigorating the Democratic Party. Yet we are also the heirs of a revolutionary tradition sparked here more than two hundred years ago by women and men who understood that personal freedom requires a strong community. We are also the proud descendants of Massachusetts abolitionists who more than a hundred fifty years ago led the movement against slavery. And we are the beneficiaries of Massachusetts progressives who more than ninety years ago insisted that democracy required taming giant corporations, extending the right to vote to women, and instituting a progressive tax system. 

Our forbearers in Massachusetts offered the nation a model of thoughtful, common-sensical progressivism. Our state introduced the first free public school in America, the first Kindergarten, the first university. From Massachusetts came John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, freedom riders, and Vietnam protesters. We were the only state to vote against Richard Nixon in 1972. 

We are nurtured by our progressive roots. We want to live in a state and a nation 

We want to live in a state and a nation…

* whose inhabitants are united by a common moral bond to care for and promote the well being of one another; where those who are richer and more fortunate bear some responsibility for ensuring that those who are poorer and less fortunate have a fair opportunity to get ahead, so that our children and their children do not have to live in a two-tiered society;
We want to live in a state and a nation…

* dedicated to overcoming prejudice, bigotry, and the leaden constraint of class or caste; where the civil liberties of all are valued and protected; where no one suffers bigotry or prejudice on account of race, gender, ethnicity, religion, or sexual orientation;
We want to live in a state and a nation…

* whose air, water, and scenic beauty are adequately protected so that future generations may enjoy our precious environment and lead healthy lives;

We want to live in a state and a nation…

* whose inhabitants understand that their own prosperity depends inevitably on the prosperity of others; where public investments in education, health care, and transportation are of sufficient quality and breadth that all our citizens are able to become more productive, and our economy more prosperous; where our roads, parks, libraries, and other public amenities are of sufficient quality and availability that all our citizens may benefit from utilizing them, now and in the future; and where the supply of homes is sufficient to allow our people to afford to live here should they desire to do so;

We want to live in a state and a nation…

* that inspires and depends upon the active citizenship of all its members; where talented and committed people are attracted to and inspired by the idea of public service, and government is efficient and trustworthy. 

The challenge we see
We are alarmed that our Commonwealth and our nation have been moving away from, rather than toward, the progressive ideals stated above.  Several major areas of concern include the following:
The American economy has grown and expanded over the past two decades, but it is primarily the very rich who have continued to do better. Every rung on the economic ladder has grown wider apart, and the ladder itself has become more difficult to climb. Middle-income households have become more anxious about maintaining their standard of living. More and more of our citizens, though working, are still impoverished, making the "working poor" the fastest-growing category of working people. Massachusetts is lurching toward inequality faster than most other states, and the gap between rich and poor is wider here than almost anywhere. Yet our workforce development system is in disarray. Our community colleges and public colleges and universities are crumbling. Many of our public schools are in crisis. Our future productivity and prosperity are imperiled, and the poor and less fortunate are in jeopardy due to the elimination of important social services and the gross mismanagement and poor planning associated with the state budget process in the past 5-10 years.
Our environment is rapidly deteriorating. Much of the eastern part of Massachusetts is overwhelmed with housing developments, strip malls, big-box retailers, and parking lots. The western part of of the state is not far behind. Meanwhile, we suffer from a critical lack of affordable homes forcing many of our young people leave the state, workers to live far from their workplaces, and elders to leave their home communities because they can no longer afford to live there. Although the problem has been evident and worsening for over a decade, no effective policies or plans have been developed to deal with it. While states such as Washington and Maryland have pioneered "smart growth" policies to preserve open spaces and concentrate housing and business development, Massachusetts has failed to do any such common-sense planning. 

The problem of access to health care is also dire. We have the best hospitals in the world, but a growing number of our citizens cannot afford even basic health coverage. The number of us who lack health insurance continues to rise, including not only the poor but a growing number of middle-class families whose breadwinners are self-employed, work for small companies without benefits, work part-time, or have lost jobs.  It is unconscionable that one of the wealthiest states in the wealthiest nation in the history of humankind does not provide for the health of all its citizens.

Finally, our system of constitutional democracy itself is imperiled. Powerful moneyed interests have corrupted and compromised our legislative and executive branches. These same interests stack the deck against good people attempting to run for and win office -- without pandering to the same special interests. By the time of the next gubernatorial election, Massachusetts will have had sixteen straight years of Republican governors and regressive policies that have radically set back the working families of our state. Our state legislature is dominated by conservative Democrats who all too often favor the regressive positions of the Republican governors. A large percentage of Massachusetts citizens, including a majority of the poor and working class, do not even participate in elections. Many have given up on politics, and no longer see government as a source of hope. Many no longer see government as fair, or representative, or looking out for the interests of everyone.  When a citizenry is so unengaged in the political process, ture democracy itself is threatened.
Our agenda
We Progressive Democrats of Massachusetts believe these trends can be and must be reversed. To this end

* We will organize our towns and our cities, enlisting members, gathering volunteers. We will found local chapters. We will train ourselves and train others to be effective political organizers.

* We will recruit and support candidates who share our values for local and state, and occasionally national elective offices. Some of us will run for office.

* When they are in in office, we will continue to support and work with our elected officials in our common effort to realize a progressive vision for the Commonwealth -- and hold them accountable to the values on which they ran.

* We will help revitalize and re-energize the Democratic Party in Massachusetts. We have deep respect for Democratic activists who have worked for years in Democratic politics and we honor their ongoing commitment. We believe the democratic party is our political home.  However, we want to strengthen and reinforce the Party, and to affirm its progressive ideals. We will bring young people, reach out to minorities, and involve those who have never been involved before. The reason we choose to work through the Democratic Party rather than a third party is because we understand that in a "winner-take-all" political system, third parties drain off votes and energy from the major party that’s closest to them ideologically. To accomplish the vision of a more progressive society, we recognize the need to wield sufficient electoral power to significantly affect public policy. To do any less is to fail to uphold and to take seriously the ideals we hold most dear. 

We are committed to making the vision of a progressive state real, to heal the wounds caused by callousness and greed, and make our state a far better place to live and work. We know this will not be quick or easy, and that the course we are embarking upon will require sustained political involvement over many years. But we have promised ourselves and one another that it is worth the effort -- if not for us, then for our children and future generations. 

In all these efforts, we will be patient with ourselves and with one another. We will listen to each other’s views, and find strength in our energy, our vision, and our numbers. We will be pragmatic. We will be vigorous. We will remain focused on our long-term goals. We will rebuild progressive politics in Massachusetts. We will honor the tradition whose roots are in the American Revolution, and create a foundation stone for the rebuilding of progressive politics in America. We proudly embrace this noble task.

Therefore:
We issue this Call to Action to all of our fellow citizens who wish to work together to achieve our vision of rebuilding a more just, more responsive, and more accountable government that will share our progressive values and make Massachusetts the stronger, fairer, cleaner, and healthier place to live we all wish it to become.
