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Resolution to the Massachusetts Democratic Party

2003 Issues Convention

June 7, 2003

A Resolution Regarding
Preferential (or “Instant Runoff”) Voting

WHEREAS, the Massachusetts Democratic Party believes in democracy and in a democratic election process; and

WHEREAS, the word democracy means, according to the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, “government by the people; especially: rule of the majority”; and

WHEREAS, the Massachusetts Democratic Party thus believes that voting systems, both within the Democratic Party and under state law, should likewise reflect democracy, as so defined; and

WHEREAS, current Democratic Party rules governing nominations provide for endorsements by the majority of convention delegates, albeit through a series of convention ballots that has historically been labor-intensive and time-consuming and detrimental to the convention process; and

WHEREAS, current Massachusetts state law provides for elections whereby the winner of an election need only receive the votes of the plurality of voters, not necessarily the majority of voters; and

WHEREAS, Robert’s Rules of Order (10th Edition, Chapter XIII, §45) recommends voting methods that can determine a majority winner when electing single-seat offices, and specifically advocates the use of “preferential voting” (also known as “instant runoff voting”) in all elections when it is impractical to have open-ended re-voting.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that the Party Agenda advocate the adoption of preferential voting as the means by which the Massachusetts Democratic Party endorses candidates at nominating conventions, in accordance with the terms described on Exhibit A hereto; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Party Agenda advocate the adoption of preferential (or “instant runoff”) voting under state law for the election of candidates for the constitutional offices of the Commonwealth (namely, governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, treasurer, auditor and attorney general), as currently proposed by House Bills 2784 and 2785; and be it further

RESOLVED, that the Party Agenda advocate the adoption of preferential (or “instant runoff”) voting under state law for the election of candidates for Representative to the United States Congress, as currently proposed by House Bill 2952.

Exhibit A

Rules Regarding Preferential Voting for Party Nominations

In the event that three or more candidates are nominated for the same single seat office, the convention may use multiple ballots or preferential voting to choose party nominees or multiple ballots or preferential voting to choose party officers; provided, however, that if the convention chooses to use multiple ballots, the convention shall have no more than three such ballots before using preferential voting to choose the party nominee

In the case of preferential voting, delegates may indicate a 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc., preferential of all qualified candidates. 

1. Delegates shall mark a 1st preferential for the ballot to be valid.

2. Delegates may list additional preferences not to exceed the number of qualified candidates.

3. Preferential votes for no candidate or for a candidate not officially nominated shall invalidate that preference position only.

4. Ballots containing only preferences for candidates who have been eliminated will not count as an official ballot for purposes of vote percentage tabulation.

5. On the first ballot, the candidate receiving the fewest 1st preferential votes shall be eliminated

(a) Ballots cast for the eliminated candidate shall be reviewed for further preference. The highest preference for a remaining candidate shall be added to that remaining candidates total vote.

(b) The candidate with the fewest votes after step 5
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(c) The process will continue until a candidate for party nomination at a nominating convention has surpassed a 50% total vote and is declared the nominee.

